NOUNS
Person, place, thing or idea 

(Underline in blue)
Noun Start It: Begin a sentence with a noun.
Example:
· Original sentence: The counter was messy with supplies.
· Revised sentence: Supplies littered the counter.

· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

· Original sentence: The girl is in my class.

· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

· Original sentence: The blender exploded fruit and milk all over me.

· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Noun Improve It/Appositive: Improve a sentence by adding additional information about a noun.  *Use commas to group the added information.
Example:
· Original sentence: Mother glared at the children.

· Revised sentence: Mother, a calm and patient person, glared at the children.

· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Appositive Practice:

Directions: Fill in the following sentences, adding words and/or punctuation where needed.
· My teacher, ______________________, was really nice.

· The dragon, _______________________, ate my lunch.

· Kinard, ________________________, is a lot of fun.

· My lunch   a peanut butter and jelly sandwich    is yummy.

· Jared   my neighbor   gave me a pencil.

· The girl ______________________________ is in my class.

· The boy ______________________________ is in my class.

PRONOUNS
[image: image1.wmf](Underline in black)
	
	Subject
	Object
	Possessive
	Intensive

	Singular
	1st person
	I
	me
	my; mine
	myself

	
	2nd person
	you
	you
	your; yours
	yourself

	
	3rd person
	he
	him
	his
	himself

	
	3rd person
	she
	her
	hers
	herself

	
	3rd person
	it*
	it*
	its*
	itself*

	Plural
	1st person
	we
	us
	our; ours
	ourselves

	
	2nd person
	you
	you
	your;  yours
	yourselves

	
	3rd person
	they*
	them*
	theirs*
	themselves*

	Vague Pronouns
	Indicated by a * in the chart above

	Demonstrative Pronouns
	this *, that*, these*, those*


Subject Pronouns:

[image: image2.wmf]Directions:        Circle the subject pronoun(s) in each sentence below. 

     Example 1: We are going to the store today. 

1. I think that we are ready for the game. 

2. We are going to the football game this weekend. 

3. He is a bright young man. 

Object Pronouns:

Directions:      Circle the object pronoun(s) in each sentence below. 

        Example 1: Can you tell him the good news? 

4. Can you make sure they arrive on time? 

5. The funny thing is that he doesn’t understand. 

6. Please take them to the park. 

Possessive Pronouns:

Directions:       Circle the possessive pronoun(s) in each sentence below. 

        Example 1: Can you tell him the good news? 

7. Can you give me back my pencil? 

8. That book is not mine; it’s yours.   

9. That car was theirs, but now its ours. 

Intensive Pronouns:

Directions:     Circle the intensive pronoun(s) in each sentence below. 

             Example 1: He bought the gift for himself. 

10. Make sure to remind yourself of the things you need to do. 

11. She thought to herself while she was in the library. 

12. I saw myself in the mirror. 

Vague Pronouns: Pronouns that are unclear.

Directions:     Circle the vague pronoun(s) in each sentence below. 

        Example 1: He bought it for himself. 

13. Make sure to remind yourself about it. 

14. It lost itself. 

15. They are going to school.
Pronoun Agreement:

Pronouns must agree in number and person (1st, 2nd 3rd)
Number Examples

Original:
If a person wants to be successful, they must study. 

Revised:
If a person wants to be successful, he or she must study.

Person Examples

Original:
If Sally wants to be successful in class, you must study. 

Revised:
If Sally wants to be successful in class, she must study.

Directions:     Circle the pronouns in each sentence below that agree. In blue, underline the noun that the pronoun is talking about (antecedent).  Draw an arrow from the pronoun to the noun.  



N

Example 1: Everyone gave presents to (his or her      their) teacher . 

16. His sister had cereal for ( his   her ) breakfast.

17. Walter played in ( its   his ) backyard.

18. The chair has broken one of ( its   his ) legs.

19. The children laughed when ( they   he ) saw the clown dance.

20. Chloe sang the song that ( she   her ) knew best.

21. The brown sparrow sat on ( its   their ) nest. 

22. The teachers started ( her   their ) meeting.

23. Our window broke, and ( it   they ) let in the cold window.
VERBS

Action words 

(Underline in red)
Verb Start it: Begin a sentence with a verb. 

 *Use commas after a Verb Start It.
Example:
· Original sentence: The Greeks fought the war
· (PROFICIENT) Revised sentence: Running, the Greeks fought the war.

· (ADVANCED) Revised sentence: Running towards their opponents, the Greeks fought the war.
· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Verb Improve It: Replace a weak verb with a strong, action verb.
Example:
· Original sentence: The blender broke into thousands of pieces.

· Revised sentence: The blender shattered into thousands of pieces.

· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Vivacious Verbs:
abandon

abduct

abolish

abscond

accelerate

accuse

achieve

acquire

adapt

address

adjust

administer

advance

advise

aim

allocate

analyze

anticipate

apprehend

approach

arrest

ascertain

assault

assemble

assess

attack

attain

audit

avert

bar

berate

besiege
block

blow

brighten

buck

budget

bump

bury

bushwhack

cajole
charge

chart

choke

clash

classify

climb

clip

clutch

coach

collapse

collar

collect

collide

command

commandeer

communicate

compile

complete

compose

compute

conduct

conserve

consolidate

construct

consult

control

coordinate

counsel

cram

crash

crawl

create

creep

cripple

crouch

dart

dash

deal

decide

deck

deduct

delegate

delineate

descend

desiccate
disperse
dramatize

drape

elevate

elude

emerge

endure

engage

ensnare

erupt

embody
establish

estimate

evacuate

evade

evaluate

evict

examine

exert

explode

extend
fade

fake

fall

falter

fan

fast

flabbergast
flee

flick

flinch

fling
flog

flounder

gain

gallop

gather

generate

gnaw
grapple

hack

hijack

hobble

hoist

hold

hover

hypothesize

identify

ignore

illustrate

imitate

implement

improve

improvise

inch

inflict

influence

inform

inject

injure

insert

inspect

inspire

instigate

institute

interchange

interpret

interview

invade

invent

inventory

investigate

isolate

jab

jam

jar

jeer

jimmy

keel

kibitz

kick

lash

launch

lead
lecture

maim

maintain
mangle

manipulate

march

maul

meddle

mediate

mentor

mimic

mingle

mobilize

mock
mourn

move

mumble

needle

negotiate

nick

nip

observe

obtain

occupy

offer

officiate

operate

order

organize

oversee

pack

paddle

page

pander

panic

parachute

perplex
paralyze

park

parry

patrol

pause

paw

pirate

prescribe

present
preside

question

read

realize

reiterate
recline

recommend

reconcile

reconnoiter

record

recoup

recruit

redeem

reduce

reel

refer

regain

rejoin

resist

retaliate

retreat

scrutinize
scamper

scavenge

scuffle

sculpt

scuttle

sever

shanghai

sharpen

shock

slacken

smuggle

snare
stifle

subdue

submerge

submit

summarize

swagger
swap

synthesize

systematize

tackle

target

tarnish
taunt

teach

tear

tease

telephone

terrorize

test

thrash

thread

threaten

throw

tickle

tie

tilt

tip

toss

touch

tout

track

train

transcribe

transfer

translate

trap

tread

treat

trip

trot

trounce

try

tuck

tug

tumble

turn

tutor

twist

type

understand

undertake

undo

ululate
unfold

unify

unite

untangle

unwind

update

usher

utilize

vacate

vanish

vanquish

vex
vent

venerate
wade

walk

wander

ward

watch

wave

wedge

weed

weigh

whack

whip

whirl

whistle

wield

wiggle

withdraw

work

wreck

wrench

wrestle

write

yank

yell

yelp

yield

zap

zip

ADVERBS
Words that give more information about/describe an adjective, verb, or other adverb

(Underline in purple)
Adverb Start It: Begin a sentence with an adverb.  *Use commas after an Adverb Start It.
Example:
· Original sentence: The children found themselves in a messy situation.

· (PROFICIENT) Revised sentence: Regretfully, the children found themselves in a messy situation.

· (ADVANCED) Revised sentence: Sadly staring at the kitchen, the children found themselves in a messy situation.

· Revised sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Adverb Improve It: Add an adverb to the middle of a sentence.
Example:


· Original sentence: The blender crashed onto the floor.

· Revised sentence: The blender violently crashed onto the floor.  

· Revised sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Adventurous Adverbs:
Absolutely 
Accidentally

Addictively

Admiringly

Adversely

Aesthetically

Agreeably

Aggressively

Alternately

Ambitiously

Angrily

Annually

Anonymously

Anxiously

Appreciatively

Astronomically

Bemusedly
Believably

Carefully

Carelessly

Consequently

Constantly
Diligently
Eagerly

Efficiently

Effortlessly

Enthusiastically

Enviously

Essentially

Evenly

Excitedly

Exceptionally

Faithfully

Faintly

Falsely

Fanatically

Flatly

Forcefully

Fortunately

Frequently

Furiously

Generally

Generously

Gently

Gladly

Gracefully

Gradually

Gravely

Grossly

Hardly

Harmfully

Heavily

Hectically

Highly
Hungrily

Ideally

Immediately

Impatiently

Inappropriately

Incidentally

Inconveniently

Intently

Joyously

Kindly

Lamely

Lightly

Longingly

Loudly
Mindfully

Miraculously

Momentarily

Mostly

Mysteriously

Narrowly

Normally

Predictably

Probably

Proudly

Quickly

Recklessly

Repeatedly

Secretly

Seriously

Simply

Strictly

Stubbornly

Suddenly

Surely

Swiftly

Tragically

Typically

Unfortunately

Usually

Very

Willingly

Wistfully

ADJECTIVES
Words that give more information about/describe nouns 

(Underline in yellow)
Adjective Start it: Begin each sentence with a quality adjective.

Example:
· Original sentence: Milkshake dripped from the ceiling.

· (PROFICIENT) Revised sentence: Delicious milkshake dripped from the ceiling.
· (ADVANCED) Revised sentence:
· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Adjective Improve It: Add a quality adjective into a sentence OR replace an existing adjective with a stronger one.
Examples:
· Original sentence: The blender crashed onto the floor.

· (PROFICIENT) Revised sentence: The antique blender crashed onto the floor.
· (ADVANCED) Revised sentence: The blender, as ancient as time, crashed onto the floor.
· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Astonishing Adjectives:

Aged

Annoying

Anxious

Aggressive

Aggravated

Agreeable

Alarmed

Ambitious

Amused

Arrogant 

Ashamed

Angular

Abrupt

Absorbed

Adventurous

Berserk
Blistered

Capricious
Colossal
Clustered

Crackly

Creepy

Crimped

Crinkled

Crip

Crispy

Crooked

Copious

Cuddly

Cautious

Charming

Clueless

Confident

Defeating

Dotted

Dull

Eloquence
Elegant

Evanescent

Fastidious
Filthy

Fiery

Flared

Flashy

Frail

Fragile

Fragrant

Freckled

Feeble
Frilly

Fuzzy

Gnarled

Grandiose
Grim
Hearty

Irregular

Lugubrious

Loquacious

Mangy

Mischievous
Omnipotent

Perplexed
Putrid
Perplexed

Robust

Savory

Scarred

Shabby

Slushy

Subdued
Stout

Sluggish

Stoic
Thunderous

Ubiquitous

Unrequited

Vivacious

Waxy

Weathered

Zealous

PREPOSITIONS
A word that shows relationships between other words in a sentence

Prepositional Phrase – a group of words that show relationships between other words in a sentence

(Underline in green)

Preposition Start it: Begin each sentence with a prepositional phrase.

*Use commas after a Preposition Start It.
Example:
· Original sentence: The children sprinted.

· Revised sentence: Through the house, the children sprinted.

· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Preposition Improve It:  Add a prepositional phrase into a sentence.
Example:
· Original sentence: The blender sat motionless.

· Revised sentence: The blender sat motionless on the floor.
· Revised sentence: __________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Prodigious Prepositions:
Aboard

About

Above

 Across

Against

 Along

Around

Amid

Among

After

At

Except

For

During

Down

Behind

Below

Beneath

Beside

Between

Before

Beyond

By

In

From

Off

On

Over

Of

Until

Unto

Upon

Under

Underneath

Since

Up

Like

Near

Past

Throughout

 Through

With

Within

Without

Instead

Toward

Inside

Into

to

CONJUNCTIONS

Words that connect other words, phrases, and clauses
(Underline in orange)
· Dependent clause: A group of words, including a subject and verb - CANNOT stand alone as a complete sentence.

· Independent clause: A group of words, including a subject and verb – STANDS ALONE as a complete sentence.

Conjunction Start It/OP Sentence - Begin a sentence with a subordinating conjunction word (see back) and a dependent clause.  
dependent clause +   ,   + independent clause.
Example:
· Original sentence: The blender started to shake.

· Revised sentence: As the earthquake rumbled, the blender started to shake.

· Revised sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Coordinating Conjunction Improve It/Compound Sentence: Add a coordinating conjunction/FANBOYS to connect two independent clauses.
independent clause + , FANBOYS + independent clause .
Example:


· Original sentence: The blender fell off the counter.

· Revised sentence: The blender fell off the counter, and it crashed to the floor.

· Revised sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Subordinating Conjunction Improve It/Compound Sentence: Add a subordinating conjunction to connect two independent clauses.

independent clause +  SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION + dependent clause.
Example:
 
· Original sentence: The blender fell off the counter.

· Revised sentence: The blender fell off the counter because of the earthquake.
· Revised sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Coordinating Conjunctions/FANBOYS

Use these when you’re writing a conjunction improve it/compound sentence to connect two independent clauses.

F - for

A – and 

N - nor

B - but

O - or

Y - yet

S - so
Example:

· Swimming and reading are my two favorite activities. (Swimming is not an independent clause, so no comma is needed.)

· She wanted to drive the car, but she never got her driver’s license.  (She wanted to drive the car and she never got her driver’s license are both independent clauses.)  *NOTICE THE COMMA IN THIS SENTENCE!

Subordinating Conjunctions
Use these when you’re writing a conjunction start it/OP sentence to make a dependent clause.
	after 
	even though 
	than 
	whenever

	although
	if
	that 
	where

	as 
	in order that
	though
	whereas

	as if
	rather than
	unless
	wherever

	because
	since
	until
	whether

	before
	so that
	when
	while


Example:

· If you finish your homework, you will be prepared for the test.  (If you finish your homework by itself is a dependent clause.) *NOTICE THE COMMA IN THIS SENTENCE!
· I still have baseball practice even though it is raining outside. (even though it is raining outside by itself is a dependent clause.) *NOTICE THERE IS NO COMMA IN THIS SENTENCE!
FIGURATIVE WRITING

SHOW…DON’T TELL!  

Paint a picture for your reader with your words!  Create a visual for your reader so they can picture exactly what you are writing about.

Literal language:

· This means exactly what it says; a rose is the physical flower.  

· Use your five sense words to describe how something tastes, looks, feels, smells and sounds.  

· (The chocolate was rich, smooth and smelled sugary.)

· Here is where adjectives, adverbs and good vocabulary come in handy.  

· (The apple was crisp and juicy as it bit through its papery skin.)

· Also, use your ACTIVE verbs! 

· (The chocolate caramel apple danced on my taste buds!

Figurative language 

· This changes the literal meaning, to make a meaning fresh or clearer, to express complexity, to capture a physical or sensory effect, or to extend meaning.
· Figurative language is also called figures of speech. The most common figures of speech are these:
· Metaphor:  Comparison of two unlike things without using like or as

EX:  She was a pretty flower.

· Simile:  Comparison of two unlike things using like or as

EX:   He was tricky like a fox

· Onomatopoeia:  Words that sound like their meaning

EX:  Bang, Moo!

· Hyperbole:  An extreme exaggeration used to make a point

EX:  I have a mountain of homework.

· Alliteration:  Repeated consonant sounds at the beginning of words in a line of poetry

EX:  Great green gorillas are now growing grapes.

· Personification:  Giving human qualities to a non human object or animal

EX:  The desk giggled as I wrote on it.

Metaphors:

The small boat was a ping pong ball bouncing on the waves.

The fog was a blanket covering the floor.

The class was a fountain of ideas.

The meal was a rock in my stomach.

His stomach was a bottomless pit.

The soldiers were robots marching home.

Onomatopoeia:  

Bark

Buzz

Babble

Bang

Blurt

Boing

Bong

Bonk

Boom

Chant

Chime

Chuckle

Clack

Clank

Clap

Clatter

Click

Cling

Clink

Coo

Cough

Crack

Crash

Creak

Crunch

Ding

Dong

Drip

Drone

Fizz

Giggle 

Groan

Gurgle

Hiccup

Honk

Meow

Moan

Moo

Mumble

Plop

Pop

Rattle

Rumble

Screech

Scurry

Sizzle

Slap

Tear

Thud

Thump

Tick

Tock

Tingle

Splat

Vroom

Wheeze

Whir

Yank

Zap

Zip

Zoink

Zoom

Hyperbole:

It’s going to take a bazillion years.

I ate the whole cow.

I’m so hungry, I could eat a horse.

There are a million things to do.

The whole world was staring at me.

He was running faster than the speed of light.  

It took him two seconds to do his homework.

The package took forever to arrive in the mail.

Alliteration:  

Sally sells sea shells

Great green gorillas

Angry alligators

Creepy Crawly Creatures

Wonderful world

Lovely little ladybugs

Personification:  

The wall hit me.

The snake sang my name.

The blank paper laughed at me.

The stars guided me home.

Similes: 
As bright as the sun

As busy as a bee

As certains as death

As clear as a bell

As cold as ice

As cool as a cucumber

As cuddly as a baby

As cute as a button

As dark as night

As deaf as a doorpost

As deep as the ocean

As dry as a bone

A pronoun is a substitute for a noun.





An antecedent is a word, phrase, or clause to which a pronoun refers.








*NEED COMMA!





*NEED COMMA!





*NO COMMA!








